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Septotrochammina Zheng, 1979 (Foraminiferida): proposed designation 
of Remaneica gonzalezi Seiglie, 1964 as the type species 

Alfred R. Loeblich, Jr & Helen Tappan Loeblich 

Department of Earth and Space Sciences, University of California, 

Los Angeles, California 90024, U.S.A. 



Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of Remaneica gonzalezi as 
the type species of Septotrochammina Zheng; specimens of Zheng’s material are clearly 
not congeneric with the neotype of Patellina plicata Terquem, 1876, the originally 
designated type species, but are indistinguishable from the holotype of R. gonzalezi . 
This designation will make Remaneicella Brdnnimann, Zaninetti & Whittaker, 1983 a 
junior objective synonym of Septotrochammina. 



1 . The remaneicid genus Septotrochammina was described by Zheng ( 1 979, pp. 118- 
203) from Holocene specimens from the Xisha Islands (Guangdong Province, China) 
that she considered to be Patellina plicata Terquem, 1876 (p. 72). P. plicata was orig- 
inally described from the beach sands of Dunkerque, France, where it is relatively 
common. The original figures by Terquem are somewhat diagrammatic, and his type 
specimens are no longer extant. For this reason Levy et al. (1975, p. 171) selected a 
neotype, now deposited as specimen FG445 in the Institut de Paleontologie du 
Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 

2. Illustrations of the P. plicata neotype (Levy et al., 1975, pi. 1, figs. 6 and 7) 
convincingly show that it is not conspecific nor even congeneric with the specimen from 
China that was illustrated by Zheng as representing the type species of Septotrocham- 
mina. In this case of a misidentified type species stability of nomenclature would be best 
served by the course given in Article 70b(i) of the Code, namely the designation of the 
species actually before Zheng when she proposed Septotrochammina. 

3. In 1982 Dr Zheng sent us a specimen of her material from the Xisha Islands 
which she had identified as Septotrochammina plicata (Terquem). We have figured this 
(Loeblich & Tappan, 1985, pi. 1, figs 1-3) and deposited it in the U.S. National 
Museum (specimen USNM 383153). Comparison of this specimen with that of 
Remaneica gonzalezi Seiglie, 1964 (p. 500) illustrated by Bronnimann & Maisonneuve 
(1980, pi. 6) shows the two to be conspecific, and different from the true Patellina 
plicata Terquem, which is also shown by Bronnimann & Maisonneuve (1980, pi. 3). 

4. Bronnimann & Maisonneuve (1980), in their revision of the genus Remaneica 
Rhumbler, 1938 (type species R. helgolandica Rhumbler, 1938), questioned the generic 
assignment of R. gonzalezi Seiglie. Bronnimann, Zaninetti & Whittaker (1983, p. 208) 
proposed the new genus Remaneicella with R. gonzalezi as the type (and only) species. 

5. Zheng (1979) was unaware that Levy et al. (1975) had designated a neotype for 
Patellina plicata , and similarly Bronnimann et al. ( 1 983) were unaware of Zheng’s 1 979 
paper when they proposed Remaneicella. 
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6. As stated above, we consider Septa, rochammina Zheng, 1979 and Remaneicella 
Bronntmann et al„ 1983 to be synonyms and based upon the same taxonomic TpSef 

pp. 19-rsrsr the formeras the vaiid name (LoebHch & Tappan ’ ,985 ’ 

asked^ ,nternati0nal Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside the original type species designation, of 

Zheng^979 £ and^oT 6 " 1 ’ ^ ^ " 0minal genuS Se P tolr <>chammina 
species; d d 8 Remaneica gonzalezi Seiglie, 1964 as the type 

to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Septotro- 
chammma Zheng, 1979 (gender: feminine), type species by designation in (1) 
above Remaneica gonzalezi Seiglie, 1964; ' 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name gon-ale-i 
Seiglie, 1 964, as published in the binomen Remaneica gonzalezi (specific name of 
the type species of Septolrochammina Zheng 1 979)- 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and'lnvalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Remaneicella Bronnimann. Zaninetti & Whittaker, 1983, a junior 
above™ Syn ° nym of Sep, °, rochammina Zheng, 1979 by the proposal in (1) 
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